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Public libraries around the country are “using early literacy research to transform library spaces into 
dynamic learning centers with a rich environment that focuses on developing literacy in young children” 
(Bohrer, 2005). There are very few places in Monroe that offer a space for children under 5 and their 
parents and/or caregivers. Three places: outdoor parks, playgrounds and the Monroe Library, offer free 
access to all families. When it’s too rainy to play outside, Monroe Library is one of the only free options 
left. Monroe parents and caregivers surveyed over a two-week period said they often travel to places 
outside of Monroe for preschool activities. They also responded by saying they would be likely to spend 
more time at the Monroe Library if there were more interactive, educational activities. By creating a 
space that allows children to play and practice early literacy skills, we are actively addressing the needs 
of our families.  Families need an “exciting learning environment where they can engage in meaningful 
early literacy experiences right in their neighborhood” (Bohrer, 2005).  
 
By reconfiguring and adding early learning resources the children’s area could be transformed into an 
interactive learning space that would promote early learning and “Every Child Ready to Read” practices: 
Reading, Writing, Talking, Playing, and Singing. One of Sno-Isle’s strategic focuses is to build literate 
communities in part through early literacy; in addition to providing storytimes, this interactive learning 
space could be an integral and innovative part of strengthening Monroe’s efforts in early literacy. This 
space would also provide a place for parents/caregivers to practice the literacy tips they are learning in 
our Ready Readers storytimes. 
 
With this improvement we have the opportunity to create a welcoming community space where 
families can learn and play together. The overarching concept is to take back this area of the library and 
repurpose it so that it engages families.  We envision child-size furnishings and age-appropriate 
manipulatives that entice children and their parents to explore and learn. By creating a wide open space 
with interactive “Reading, Writing, Talking, Playing, and Singing” stations we hope to encourage many 
different models of interaction, parent/child, child/child and parent/parent. 
 
The biggest challenge that we face in completing this project is the physical space in the children’s area. 
There is a large programming space in the center of the area that goes widely unused. A survey was 
conducted that looked at when and how the children’s area was being used. In two weeks, 383 families 
used the children’s area and only 25% entered into the programming space. The programming space 
occupies close to 40% of the children’s area. Furthermore, the benches are uncomfortable for adults 
and too big for children. The space is badly lit, confining and uninviting. It is too small and dark inside for 
parents to read or do activities with their children. The space is too narrow to be used for programming 
or other events. This structure is right in the middle of the children’s space dividing the area into two 
spaces; one is primarily occupied by children’s public computers and the other is a sitting area. By 
removing the structure and replacing it with movable shelving and furniture we could create a space 
where activity stations and play spaces could be spread out and the area could be more widely used for 
a variety of functions.  
 
Opening up the space and having movable shelving and furniture would also allow us to present bigger 
programs that we currently don’t have the room for. Last year two programs were bursting out of the 
program room. This project would allow us to create a multi-use space that would help us to provide 
more programming for all ages. 
 



The impact of not implementing this project will be felt throughout the community. This project will 
demonstrate to the community the libraries commitment to creating a learning space for families. Not 
having an early learning space at the library forces families to leave the community to find the activities 
their children need. Not removing the structure will limit the services and programming we can provide 
in the children’s area. The foot print that the structure takes up in the children’s area will always be a 
barrier to providing high quality early literacy and children’s services. 
 
For approximately $30,000 the children’s area of the Monroe Library could be reconfigured to provide a 
wider variety of services that more closely align with Sno-Isle Libraries Strategic focus. By removing the 
existing structure in the middle of the space and replacing it with movable shelving and adult and child-
sized seating for reading and different participatory stations to encourage Reading, Writing, Talking, 
Playing, and Singing we can achieve the goal of creating a true multi-purpose community space for 
young children and their parents. 
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