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This report will provide information about the research findings 

surrounding child care facilities at Educational Institutions in Western 

Washington.  It will detail results of interviews and research about these 

institutions.  The purpose of this project is to create a comprehensive 

presentation to bring to the administration of the University of Washington 

Bothell so that they may provide space and funding for the start of an onsite 

child care facility. 
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MAKING SCHOOL ACCESSIBLE PROJECT 

Introduction 

Preliminary research revealed that the biggest barriers to establishing on onsite daycare was 

space and money.  It was concluded that the Making School Accessible team would need to 

find information and options about space while compiling an outline of the costs associated 

with starting and maintaining a child care facility.  Equally as important as space and cost is 

the need to make the Making School Accessible Project known and accessible to students, 

staff, and faculty from both UWB and Cascadia Community College.  This report will detail 

the research, interviews and awareness campaigns completed by Ruth Medina and Jessica 

Cole. 

RESEARCH  
Most of the research for this project was completed through interviews and email 

correspondence.  Appendix I details all of the email correspondences, while Appendix II has 

interview notes.   

Interviews 
Several interviews were completed including James Anderson- Associate Student Body 

President, Justin Nygard- Student Lobbyist for University of Washington Bothell, Senator 

Rosemary McAuliffe, Representative Stanford, and Representative Moscoso. 

Interview with James Anderson 

This interview provided us with 

many points of reference as well 

as contacts, and possible 

solutions.  Mr. Anderson is also a 

key point of contact for us 

because of his ability to be a 

liaison with the administration. 

Rebecca Diamond was also in 

attendance which resulted in a 

new member of the Making 

School Accessible Project.   

Mr. Anderson informed us that 

there has already been efforts to make school more accessible to students through daycare 

reimbursement programs.  In 2014 the student body raised $40,000 to use as grants for 

students to use towards childcare.  The program failed because the $40,000 raised would only 

pay for less than 10 children per year.  The school could not justify spending that much 

money for only a small amount of students.   

“We believe students from all 

economic backgrounds should have 

the opportunity to attend the 

University of Washington Bothell. 

Finances should not be a barrier” 

-The University of Washington Bothell 
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Another topic that came up was the classroom utilization rate at UWB.  State and Federal 

Regulations state that UWB has to have 150 square feet per student.  UWB’s current square 

feet per student is at 83.  Furthermore, the classroom utilization rate is at 95% which is 

extremely high.  This information shows that there really isn’t a space for an onsite child 

care at this time.  Mr. Anderson used the University of Tacoma as an example due to their 

utilization of community resources and their offsite child care.   

The University of Tacoma’s (UWT) program shows promise because it charges $2/hr without 

a monthly contract.  Also they are partnered with the United Way and The Children’s 

Museum, which helps with cost.  Mr. Anderson provided us with Jocelyn Patterson-

University of Tacoma’s Student Body President, who informed us that the childcare was not 

set up for a permanent solution for students.  The childcare is for visitors who need to attend 

meetings for less than 2 hours at a time.   

Another program discussed was North Seattle College’s onsite childcare facility.  Ms. 

Diamond discussed that the hourly rate is $5.50/hr and had a 50 child capacity.  NSC utilizes 

the onsite child care facility to benefit their Early Childhood Education (ECE) Program 

which helps with funding.  This information led to contacting Brad Portine- Dean of the 

School of Education at UWB, who informed us that UWB does not have an ECE program.  As 

a result we investigated Cascadia’s programs and found that they did not have an ECE 

program either.  

Funding strategies were also discussed.  There are different strategies to funding which 

include use Staff Fees (generally allocated towards extracurricular activities) or the General 

Operating Fund (GOF) which is more flexible.  

Mr. Anderson also brought up that UWB is ranked within the top 10 most affordable schools 

as well as being one of the most diverse campuses. 

Interview with Justin Nygard 

This interview allowed us to see what options were available in regards to getting state 

government support.  This support could be in the form of contacts, funding, information and 

public awareness.  Mr. Nygard also provided information about the Senator and 

Representatives within the district that allowed us to communicate effectively with them.   

Mr. Nygard informed us that one way of starting change was to communicate with our 

government.  The way to do that would be through attending a lobby day.  Mr. Nygard 

agreed to setting up appointments with Senator McAuliffe, Representative Stanford and 

Representative Moscoso.  Mr. Nygard also explained the personal interests of each of these 

elected officials. 

Senator McAuliffe is someone who is very passionate about schools, children and community, 

therefore she would act as a primary contact when asking for support.  Representative 

Stanford is in charge of the Budgeting Committee which makes him a good support when 

needing to handle monetary support.  Finally Representative Moscoso is heavily involved in 

Public Transportation, which indicated that he may be less of a priority.   
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Mr. Nygard also suggested contacting school clubs for financial support for our movement.  

This could include financial contributions to make buttons with the campus button machine 

(there will be more about this in the advocacy section). 

Interview with Senator McAuliffe 

While this interview was short and inconclusive, it provided us with a point of contact that 

could be really helpful in the future.  Sen. McAuliffe showed her support and wants to be 

involved in this project.   

Interview with Representative Moscoso 

Representative Moscoso showed a great amount of interest in our project.  He said that this 

is a very important project and suggested contacting the National Association of Women for 

support. 

Interview with Representative Stanford 

Representative Stanford had some ideas about funding the child care.  He was able to tell us 

about government subsidy that goes to the University of Washington in the amount of 

$75,000 which is matched by the school, and is for child care expenditures.  He also said that 

there aren’t any details on his side about where the subsidy goes to and if UWB gets a cut of 

that money.  He put us in contact with Kelly Snyder who is the government liaison for UWB.  

Representative Stanford also let us know that for UWB to receive direct government funding 

it would have to be its own entity.   

Email Correspondences 
 

Through email correspondences with a wide range of people we were able to achieve multiple 

things; information about other child care facilities, people who support our cause and 

already completed research.   

We researched out to four different institutions that each have a different history of how their 

daycare centers work or will work in the future.  According to information that we were 

provided from Lisa Newman the Family Center director in Edmonds community college it has 

been a long process involving a lot of money from different foundations.  We also got a hold of 

Amy Hawkins Director, Work Life and Childcare Access Work Life, a division of Human 

Resources from The University of Washington Seattle (UWS) campus daycare sites, as well as 

Kathy Soldat from North Seattle CC and Jocelyn Patterson University of Washington (UW) in 

Tacoma. 

We have also received information from Margarita Naumchik who completed an extensive 

survey in efforts to obtain funding for student-parents.   

Edmonds Community College 

Edmonds Community College Center for Families is a great example of how a school can work 

together with student parents, faculty, staff and even the community to make school accessible 

for everyone.  According to Lisa Newman the Family Center director for Edmonds Community 
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College (EdCC) the expansion of childcare was initiated in her school by the Vice President of 

the foundation, started by his daughter who was having difficulty in locating a good childcare 

for her child. Infant care that was probably limited prior to Center for Families (CFF) in EdCC. 

CFF was built after a campaign by the college foundation who was able to raise 4 million 

dollars to build the facility. The childcare started in adult classrooms, retrofitted for the 

childcare.  The goal of the campaign was to increase their capacity so that everyone could be 

in one location, getting together the parent education program that the school currently has 

as well as the Head –start program also offered from the school.  The school also focused on 

making childcare and the CFF affordable to student parents. Having a childcare that is able 

to run self-supported has been very challenging for schools and requires a lot of funding that 

sometimes student parents cannot afford, but yet it is something that is very necessary to keep 

students in schools, especially nontraditional students, students of color parents, or women 

with children. 

Through emailing Lisa Neumann we found out some information about EDCC’s funding as 

well.  EDCC has a grant through the Department of Education ($21,000) but the rest is paid 

through S and A fees (20%), college operating funds (17%), and Child care fees collected from 

families, DSHS, grants, and collaborative programs (63%).  All of these fees cover the cost of 2 

administrative positions, a work-study program, 8 employees, student employees and part 

time hourly employees, as well as program supplies and a food program.  The total budget for 

62 childcare slots is $778,620 per year.   

University of Washington Seattle 

The University of Washington Seattle Campus currently has four childcare facilities open for 

student’s staff and faculty, a center that is having to put many children on a waitlist due to 

the lack of space and the high demand for childcare.  Amy Hawkins, Director of Work Life and 

Childcare access, was able to speak to us and give us information on the new direction that the 

school has taken which is to reach out to daycare sites or nannies that could possibly assist the 

student parent population at UW Seattle.   

Currently the UW Seattle campus has a waiting list over 1000 children long.  The current child 

care program is contracted out to a company called Haggard Childcare.  

North Seattle College 

At North Seattle College, the childcare was also initiated by students who were parents. 

Students who needed child care reached out to their student government affairs team and 

demanded funding and space for their children.  The students began by watching each other’s 

kids in the school in order for them to be able to study.  Eventually the student government 

was able to provide funding for a building that would be appropriate according to state 

regulators such as the Department of Early Learning, the King County Health Department, 

and the state Fire Marshalls.  Currently the schools Center for children exceeds the standards 

of licensing from the state.  In the Childcares parent handbook for the school it describes a 

mission statement that reads:  “The ASB Child Care Center provides a safe, supportive, 

welcoming and diverse environment for the children of students at North Seattle College in a 

manner that fosters student access, retention and success”, this is the same success that we 

would like to see grow at our UWB/Cascadia campus that currently does not exist. 

Through emailing Kathy Soldat we were able to obtain information about North Seattle 

College’s funding model.  This model is particularly interesting because it isn’t based on an 

early childhood education work-study program, which is a limitation that UWB and Cascadia 

currently have.  This facility is a nonprofit that is funded by Student Activity Fees (50%) and 

parent fees (50%).  The facility currently accommodates approximately 50 children between 
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the ages of 18 months and 5 years old.  The center is staffed by six full and part time teachers, 

a program manager, and 7-10 work-study students. 

Ms. Soldat also pointed out that obtaining a space for a childcare facility is especially difficult 

because of the building requests taking so long to process (multiple years).  She pointed out 

that it would be advantageous to find a vacant spot on campus.  

University of Washington Tacoma 

We have also reached out to Jocelyn Patterson with the University of Washington (UW) in 

Tacoma.  Jocelyn told us that they have also tried and are working on getting a daycare for 

their students, staff, and faculty to use.  Unfortunately they have not defined a space yet but 

they are working on it.  The school has started reaching out to the community in order to find 

ways for the student-parents to have more access to events related to the school through a 

child care coalition with United Way and The Children’s Museum.   

 University Of Washington Bothell/ Cascadia Community College 

There has been surprisingly little research completed at UWB or Cascadia Community College 

about how many people could benefit from an onsite childcare.  The only available information 

was through the FAFSA records.  This information isn’t complete because it doesn’t include 

students who haven’t applied for FAFSA nor the faculty and staff that could utilize the 

childcare facility. We were able to find some information though.  Through a survey conducted 

by Margarita Namecheck results revealed that 386 students reported having a dependent that 

they supported here at UWB.  At Cascadia Community College 18% of Cascadia College 

population have children this information was provided by Meagan Walker who is the Director 

of College Relations at Cascadia Community College.  In 2013-14 there were 4,705 students, 

therefore nearly 850 students at Cascadia have dependents. 

Western Washington University, Evergreen State College, Central 

Washington University, & Washington State University 

All of these schools support and operate onsite child care facilities through a combination of 

student fees, university funding, and parent fees. 

Raising Awareness 

To raise awareness we hosted a “Bring Your Kids to School Day” where we asked people to do 

just that.  The event was advertised with flyers (you can see a copy of the flyer in Appendix 

III).  We asked people to meet at the North Creek Center at the same time as a meeting was 

being held to discuss the allocation of space in the new REC building.  We provided, snacks, 

crafts, coloring pages, and toys for the kids to play with.  We also brought large signs and our 

children.   

The meeting where we hosted this event was particularly important because of who was in 

attendance.  A large amount of the upper level administration was there including the 

Chancellor.  We were able to speak in front of the group in attendance about why we were 

there and what we are hoping to see in the future.  The result of this was not only telling the 

administration about our project, but also informing students and staff about our project with 

the hopes of gaining support.   
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An unexpected outcome of this was the Husky Herald’s presence and the possibility of our 

project being in April’s newspaper. 

Another outcome of this event was a large amount of petition signatures that include email 

addresses of student supporters.  We also gained support from various student clubs and 

faculty members who offered their support. 

 

 

 

*Pictured Above are protestors from the “Bring Your Kids to School Day” 

 

 

Gaining Support 

Discussion 

 

Something that parents would be very tense to work with.  As parents and students we would 

like to have our children close to us and in trustworthy spaces where we will know that our 

children will receive the best care and for an affordable cost considering the highly costing life 

that a student has, especially if you are of low-income or even a single parent, how ethically 

just is it to deny education to a single mother who has to work to not only feed, clothe and 

provide a roof for her children when she wants to better their future by receiving an education?  

Having affordable onsite childcare does make a difference in a parent’s life.  And if we are not 

all parents we all have parents who deserve or deserved those same rights and equal access to 

education. 

However what is important is that parent students are being acknowledged and with 

partnerships in the community and student government affairs involvement something is 
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being done for the students to have equal access to education. The school is also finding ways 

to have the space that is needed to welcoming children who are part of the school’s student’s 

staff and faculty, and who will be the future students to the university. 

Further research to conduct will be on the exact need from the staff and faculty at 

UWB/Cascadia as well as graduation rates from both schools from students who are parents 

that have enrolled compared to how many actually graduate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


