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Introduction 

“Over a quarter (26%) of all undergraduate students, or 4.8 million students, are raising dependent children.”1  Being 

within this 26% of students who are parents makes us unconventional students.  This project is based on the goal to 

make education more accessible by people who are not considered conventional students.  Not every person leaves 

High School knowing what career they want to pursue, or they don’t have the right circumstances to take advantage 

of school programs.  Currently, University of Washington Bothell (UWB) is primarily configured for traditional 

students: new high school graduates.  Since people are all unique in goals, physical make-up, personal history and life 

circumstances, school should accommodate a larger variety of students.  To accommodate those who have to work, 

evening programs should be extensive so that a person will not have to choose between work and school.  An onsite 

daycare should be started so that parents can come to school so that parents don’t have to choose between being there 

for their children and gaining higher education.   

These improvements will allow for the advancement of the less advantaged while allowing people to live up to their 

potential.  It will also make for a more diverse student population which enriches classroom experiences and school 

culture.  For the 2014/15 school year 71% of the students are between the ages of 17-25, 19% are between the ages of 

26-35, and 9% are 36 & older.2  These figures show the heavy weighting towards younger students, which shows the 

potential for an expanded client base for UWB.  This increased client base could mean an increased revenue source 

for the school and more career opportunities that accommodate different lifestyles.  President Obama has identified 

an increase in postsecondary credentials as a “crucial step in strengthening the U.S. economy.”3 Therefore, making 

school accessible to as many people as possible is not only good for the student, the school, but the country as a whole. 

With this Childcare proposal we will pull inspiration from college daycare programs in the area as well as 20th and 

21st century university protests.  We will search out effective tactics used on other college campuses as well as 

resources that were used in other protests.   

Preliminary Research of Childcare History 

 In this section, we will discuss preliminary research about the history of women’s rights and daycare, at higher 

education institutions. In the History of Child Care in the US the author Michel S. describes the way World War II 

and women movements pushed for the creation of daycares, and very importantly the author also discusses the Reagan 

Era and Welfare Reform in the 1990s4.  Having the Welfare reform really supported women who could not afford a 

decent life for their families in the 1990s.  Most women in need of daycares also could not afford to pay for daycare 

costs.  In Children’s interests/Mothers rights: The shaping of Americas Child Care Policy the author Michel S. 

believes that childcare policies should not only benefit mothers who can afford to have daycare, mothers with money 

should not be the only ones to be able to attend higher education, but all women with children regardless of their 

                                                           
1 IWPR Fact Sheet.  www.iwpr.org.  pg. 1.  Issue #C424.  November 2014.  Accessed March 3, 2015. 
2 About UW Bothell Fast Facts 2014-15.  http://www.uwb.edu/about/facts.  Accessed March 3, 2015. 
3 IWPR Fact Sheet.  www.iwpr.org.  pg. 1.  Issue #C424.  November 2014.  Accessed March 3, 2015. 
 
4  Michel, S. (2011). The history of child care in the U.S. Retrieved February 15, 2015 

 http://www.socialwelfarehistory.com/programs/child-care-the-american-history/. / 
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income and without having to not feed their children in order to go to school which is how negatively policies effect 

women and children.5  Not only do women and parents with children who are students at higher education have so 

much stress with income, but they also take a lot longer to graduate and this is explained by Pandey in The Higher 

Education option for poor women with children.6  The lack of daycare on higher institutions does not only structure 

educational goals much higher to be able to achieve, but with not providing a childcare it also takes parent students 

longer to graduate.  

  Women and children have had to fight a lot throughout history to receive equal opportunities amongst society. Being 

in the 21st century we should not have to keep oppressing humanity from any human right especially in education.  

Although history seems to repeat itself, a lot of women are still oppressed like they were even before slavery was 

abolished or after WWII, WWII contributed to women being in the need for jobs to support their families therefore 

leaving need for someone to take care of the children while they were away at work. Improper care for children, 

established daycares like the Kaiser Child service centers which were established to respect parents as well as their 

children. 7.  It is sad to think that in order for women to have equal access to jobs today or before WWII men have to 

be absent for women to get resources as a last resource! Women movements and suffrage have contributed to the raise 

of awareness of children needs, but there are a lot of associations and coalitions who work to make sure that all of our 

human and citizen rights and needs are being met as well.  The National Coalition for Campus Children’s Centers 

states that one campus children’s centers should be provided as an integral part of higher education systems and 

secondly that campus children’s centers provide a variety of models designed to meet the educational, research and 

service needs of the institution and the community at large8.  

 According to the National Coalition our needs at UWB are not being met do to the fact that we are not provided an 

onsite daycare for our children. “We believe students from all economic backgrounds should have the opportunity to 

attend the University of Washington Bothell. Finances should not be a barrier”9.  There are statistical information from 

the UWB financial aid office that the majority of students who attend UWB are financial aid recipients, which means 

that we are students who come from a lot of economic hardship.  In this quote stated by the school we are told that 

Finances should not be a barrier to us, yet students who are parents not only have to worry about tuition costs when 

coming to school, but also finding a daycare for our children or evening classes to take so that our family members or 

spouses can watch while we attend school.  This should not be the situation of our school at UWB, we should establish 

a daycare to inform, and reiterate to women and all society that UWB is an equal rights education school and we don’t 

want school to have to be an experience of sacrifice of looking where to safely leave our children, but it should be a 

school that provides our comfort and encourage us to stay till graduation. 

I. Mission Statement 

Our mission is to make the University of Washington Bothell accessible to non-conventional students by establishing 

an onsite daycare that will be flexible to their needs as a student and as a parent.  This daycare must provide a safe, 

clean and educational environment for the children while maintaining a low hourly cost.   

II. Research question:  

                                                           
5 Michel, S. (1999). Children's Interests/Mothers' Rights: The Shaping of America's Child Care Policy. Yale University Press, P.O. 
Box 209040, New Haven, CT 06520 

6 Pandey, S., Zhan, M., Neely-Barnes, S., & Menon, N. (2000). The Higher Education Option for Poor Women with Children. Journal 
of Sociology & Social Welfare, 27(4), 109 
7 Hymes Jr., J. L. (1995). The Kaiser Child service centers--50 years later: Some memories and lessons. Journal of 

Education, 177(3), 23. 

8 The National Coalition for Campus Children's Centers. Retrieved February 15, 2015. 

From http://www.campuschildren.org/ 

9 http://www.uwb.edu/financialaid 
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How have women’s rights to education affected protest movements held at American 

Universities and what changes within university policies were a result? 

 Research 

This section will detail the research to be conducted and will be organized by research type.  This will also serve as a 

log of contacts made.  The information gained through this research will shape our presentation to the Dean of the 

IAS department as well as the administration heads who control spending on programs such as daycare.  Information 

such as historical background, business practices, and funding of university daycare programs are all topics that will 

be explored in this section.  Resulting information will be listed in the Results report. 

 

 Research Methods 

 

 

 
 

Archival Research 

Archival Research

Archival research will allow is to discover and interpret materials from past 
related to how daycares started and how important it is to continue to have 
them in institutions of higher education.  Benefitting Institutions, students, staff 
and children.

Statistical Analysis

Quantitative summaries of staff and students who are parents in UWB/Cascadia 
will give us a way to summarize and compare our datasets and to be used as 
supportive evidence of how well the daycare will be used and of how much it is 
needed.

Observation

A direct Opportunity to observe North Seattle College's Onsite Daycare will help 
us better understand their model for an onsite childcare and will verify our interest 
in creating a model site on our UWB/Cascadia Campus.

Interviews

Interviewing other schools who currently have onsite daycares at their institutions, 
and others who will allow more learning for us in the subject of daycare will allow 
us to explore our ideas and concepts. We will receive their opinion, experience 
and perspective on a Campus Daycare.
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Through Archival Research we will find out how other institutions history, shaped and raised the foundations of family 

centers or daycares at their campus within the state of Washington. We will conduct research into four different 

institutions that have a different history of how their daycare centers work or will work in the future.  We will reach 

out to Lisa Newman the Family Center director in Edmonds community college, within this section we will list of the 

questions that we will ask for.  We will also got a hold of Amy Hawkins Director, Work Life and Childcare Access 

Work Life, a division of Human Resources from University of Washington Seattle campus childcare sites, as well as 

Kathy Soldat from North Seattle Community College and Jocelyn Patterson from the University of Washington in 

Tacoma please see Childcare Report to find results from the institutions. 

Questions to ask other institution Childcare Directors: 

 

 Does your institution offer evening core classes for parents that can't afford daycare, or full time working 

students?   

 

 Can they finish their degrees on evening classes? 

 

 In regards to the daycare or evening classes: was it all initiated by surveys from the school from students, 

did the students protest and ask for a daycare or how did the school know there was a need for daycare 

or evening classes? 

 

 Would you be able to provide us with some information about how your institutions Childcare facility 

gets its funding? 

 

 We were told that this information is public knowledge; is there an archive where this information can 

be found?   

 

 Are the grants through the individual families or are they going directly to the daycare facility? 

 In other words, do the families apply for them, or the facility?  

 

 If the facility applies for them, do you have a source of where we could find grants for our facility?  

 How did your institution get the space for a childcare? (Is it on-campus?)  

 How big is the space?  

 Who pays the daycare employees? (I am guessing employees are paid off of the revenue generated from 

students utilizing the service)  

 Is there a coalition between the institution and other public community services or corporations to 

facilitate childcare?   

*Note: Results will be provided in separate report. 

Statistical Analysis 

Through statistical analysis we expect to find out information on the need for an onsite daycare, by getting statistical 

information in regards to graduation rates for students who are parents as well as the statistics for how many students 

are parents at UWB/Cascadia, how many faculty and staff are parents, as well as compare this statistics to other schools 

statistics of graduating students who are parents.  To get the statistics we will email and look through public records 

or past completed surveys that have the data that we may need by contacting financial aid or Human resources from 

both UWB and Cascadia. 

Further research to conduct will be on the exact need from the staff and faculty at UWB/Cascadia as well as graduation 

rates from both schools from students who are parents that have enrolled compared to how many actually graduate. 

*Note: Results will be provided in separate report. 

Observational Study 
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To further understand the intricacies of campus childcares we will visit the North Seattle College’s we will schedule 

a tour to take.  We will take photographs and document so that this institution will serve as an example for our own 

vision of an onsite childcare at our campus. 

*Note: Results will be provided in separate report. 

Interviews 

We will conduct interviews to find out information on how we may achieve getting funding, space and supportive 

information and people for our goal to be achieved.  We will go to Olympia and interview senators and Legislators in 

regards to funding our school for childcare.  We will interview our staff and faculty from UWB to see what the 

possibilities are about building an onsite childcare and we will also interview with Special Trained Early Childhood 

Education teachers or childcare providers to gain more information on how to start a childcare. 

*Note: Results will be provided in separate report. 

 

V. Proposed Action For Further Research 

Our proposed action is to propose our school to build an onsite childcare at the new REC building funded by the 

students.  We will do this by raising awareness of the need and the benefits to everyone including students, staff, 

faculty, institution and community.  We will raise Awareness amongst our Classmates, faculty and staff in regards to 

our need for an onsite Childcare in our campus of UWB/Cascadia.   

Future Action Methods 

 

Awareness 

To continue to spread awareness we would like to make buttons that would allow students to express their support of 

the Making School Accessible Project.  This would require a source of funding, design and means of production.  

Rebecca Diamond (co-lead of the Making School Accessible Project) has made contact with The Gender Equity Club 

and received confirmation of their financial support.  The Gender Equity Club support allows us to produce the buttons 

Raise Awareness 
amonst students, 
staff and faculty in 
regards to 
Childcare at our 
campus.

Work With 
University of 
Washington 
Bothell/Cascadia 
about delegation 
of space and need 
for Childcare 

Inquire State 
Funding with 
Coaps or State 
Senators and 
Legislatures, or 
other methods of 
funding
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with an on campus button making machine as well as using the groups funding to pay for the supplies.  Tentatively 

the group has decided on a design including the following image. 

 

Specifically we will have flyers and emails sent out when events related to the new REC building take place in regards 

to our action called Bring your Kids to School Day! (See attached copy of flyer in appendix II) Where everyone in 

school can support by bringing their children to school to raise awareness of our need.  We will also have ribbons that 

students or staff and faculty who do not have children but would still like to support to wear or buttons that support 

our cause. 

Work With University of Washington Bothell/Cascadia for Childcare Space Delegation 

We will meet with the President of Cascadia to discuss how an onsite daycare could benefit Cascadia community and 

how we can all brainstorm on more ideas. 

We will meet with Ana Karaman, Vice Chancellor for Administration and Planning at UW Bothell, along with 

members of GFO, GSO, and HR B to join and brainstorm potential solutions as the issue of not having an onsite 

childcare transcends students, faculty and staff.  

State Senators and legislators 

Speak to State Senators and Legislators from our district to fund our school more, or find ways to fund a childcare at 

our campus.  To raise awareness to them in regards of the lack of childcare at our campus and how that interferes with 

nontraditional student’s education and equal access to school and education. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


